
!"#$%&'(%)*&+&Rafael Luciani

++

 was proposed by Card. Suenens and incorporated in Lumen Gentium by 
placing the chapter on the People of God [II] before the chapter on the hierarchy [III], making 
the sequence of the Chapters normative. The document on Synodality in the life and in the 
mission of the Church by the International Theological Commission recovers this today: "the 
sequence —the Mystery of the Church (chapter 1), the People of God (chapter 2), the 
Hierarchical Constitution of the Church (chapter 3)— stresses that the ecclesiastical hierarchy is 
at the service of the People of God 
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Synodality embodies a maturation and deepening in the reception of this understanding of the 
Church as People of God walking together according to which "the Pastors and the other faithful 
are bound to one another by mutual necessity" (LG 32). This produces a constitutive reciprocity 
among all ecclesial subjects by which all are called to walk together in order to become People 
of God in communion —a Synodal Church
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a personal conversi
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3.2 
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This supposes that all ecclesial life is to be built and evaluated by all on the basis of baptismal 
dignity. This is expressed by many voices in the Synod`s DCS: "the experience made [...] has 
helped to rediscover the co-responsibility that comes from baptismal dignity" (DCS 67). The 
document on the Sensus fidei in the life of the Church of the International Theological 
Commission expresses it in the following words: "there is true equality in the dignity of all the 
faithful, because through their baptism all have been reborn in Christ. By virtue of this equality 
all, according to their own condition and office, cooperate in building up the Body of Christ. 
Therefore, all the faithful have the right, and sometimes even the duty, by reason of their own 
knowledge, competence and prestige, to express to the sacred pastors their opinion on what 
pertains to the good of the Church (ITC, Sensus fidei 120).  
 
This practice is being revived today. In the synodal process, People "spoke of how, after decades 
of church going, they had been asked to speak for first time" (DCS 23). They also said that 
"many emphasised that this was the first time the Church had asked for their opinion and they 
wish to continue this journey (...), in which all members of the congregation or community can 
openly and honestly express their opinion, as well as meetings with various groups outside the 
Church, should continue" (DCS 17). 
 
The new reception of the theology and practice of the sensus fidei is not limited to what has been 
presented up to here. Another communicative 
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Conclusion. The path has been opened 
 
In the light of all that has been said, we can sustain that we are living a first emergence of what 
can be called a synodal ecclesiality, but for this to be possible, it is fundamental to recover the 
text and the spirit of the Second Vatican Council that understood the Church as People of God 
in a state of permanent conversion and reform (


